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                                  FIRE DEPARMENT SAFETY BULLETIN
                              SPRINKLER SYSTEMS AND DROP CEILINGS 

          At 01:38am on May 2, 2005 the Bel Air Volunteer Fire Company (Harford County, MD) was alerted for an apartment fire with reported rescue at 1218 Athens Court in the Amyclae subdivision. First Bel Air fire department units (responding at 01:39am) arrived at 01:42am and found a middle of the group townhouse with heavy smoke showing from the 1st and 2nd floors. Firefighters entered the structure and located the fire in a basement bathroom. The fire was quickly extinguished by firefighters with very limited assistance from a domestic residential sprinkler system. Upon further investigation firefighters discovered that the sprinkler heads closest to the fire room had been covered by a drop ceiling, thus rendering those heads completely useless for fire extinguishment. Fortunately other sprinkler heads nearby that were not disabled activated helping to hold the fire in check until firefighters arrived to complete the extinguishment.

             The answer to keeping a fire from reaching life-threatening levels is early detection. One of the best methods of early detection in the home, in addition to properly installed and operating smoke detectors, is a residential sprinkler system. Sprinkler systems are designed to operate in the following manner. The sprinkler head has either a glass bulb or a fusible link that retains pressurized water from the piping that runs through the ceiling area above the sprinkler head. When the temperature in the fire room reaches approximately 165F-175F degrees the bulb/link breaks or melts and releases water over the area of fire involvement. The water comes from either the domestic water supply from the street or from a reserve tank supply maintained inside the home.
             For those homeowners who have a sprinkler system installed it is vitally important to maintain it properly. This includes not blocking or impeding the system’s ability to fully function such as the case with the Athens Court fire. A properly functioning sprinkler system will rapidly extinguish a growing fire with minimal water damage and help to reduce fire and smoke damage to the structure. Bel Air Volunteers strongly encourage homeowners who have sprinkler systems to test their systems monthly (notify your alarm company before any testing is done and when the testing is completed). It is also important that all members of the family become familiar with how the system operates and where the water shut off valve is located. If some portion of the system does not operate properly a qualified sprinkler contractor should be contacted to inspect the system. A residential sprinkler system should be treated just as importantly as the smoke detector systems in the home; as this arrangement is designed to work in unison with each other to notify the homeowner of a fire emergency. 
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                         SPRINKLER SYSTEMS AND DROP CEILINGS
             According the NFPA statistics for 2003 there were 203,000 residential structure fires; or one fire every 79 seconds resulting in over 6 billion dollars in damage. In addition there were 3,145 civilian fire related deaths and 14,075 civilian fire related injuries that occurred in residential properties in 2003. These are statistics that Harford County firefighters want to reduce by educating the public on safety issues such as improperly maintained sprinkler systems. If any neighborhood association, property management group or civic organization would like fire department personnel to discuss fire prevention/life safety issues please contact Rich Gardiner, PIO, Harford County Fire and EMS/Bel Air VFC by phone at 410-977-0587 or by email at 3145@bavfc.org for further information. 

                                                    ***END***
            MEDIA OUTLETS: FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

                         RICH GARDINER @ 410-977-0587 or 3145@BAVFC.ORG
                                         WWW.BAVFC.ORG
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








[image: image2.png]


